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A Letter of 4 oa Philpot 2 
a Friend of his, Priſoner at 
the ſame time in Newgate, 
wherein is debated and diſ- 


_ cuſſed, the Matter or Queſtion 
of Infants to be Baptized. 


| HE God of all Light and Un- 
| derftanding lighten your Heart 


with all true knowledge of his 
Word, and make you perfect to the day 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt whereunto. you 
are now called, through the mighty ope- 
ration of his holy Spirit, Amen. > 

[ received yeſternight from, you (dear 
Brother Saint and feliow Priſoner for the 
truth of Chriſt s Goſpel) a Letter, where- 
in you gently require my Judgment con- 
cerning the Baptiſm of Infants, which is 
& 2 the 
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the effect thereof. And before I doſhew 


you what I have learned out of God's 
Word, and of his true and Infallible 
Church touching the ſame, I think it 
not oat of the Matter, Firſt to declare 
what Viſion I had the ſame Night whiles 
muſing on your Letter I fell a ſleep, 
knowing that God doth not without 
cauſe reveal to his People, who have their 
Minds fixed on him, ſpecial and ſpiritu- 


al Revelations to their Comfort, as a taſt 


of their Joy and Kingdom to come which 
Fleſh.and Blood cannot comprehend. 
Being in the midſt of my ſweet Reſt, 
it ſeemed me to ſee a great Beautiful Ci- 
ty all of the colour of Azure, and white, 
four ſquare, in a marvellous beautiful 


compoſition in the midſt of the Skie, 


the ſight whereof ſo inwardly comforted 
me, that I am not able to exprels the con- 
ſolation I had thereof, yea, the remem- 
brance thereof cauſeth as yet my Heart 
to leap for joy: And as Charity is no 
Churl, but would others to be partakers 
df his delight, {ſo methought I called to 
others (I cannot tell whom) and whiles 
| „ 


(3) 
they came and we together beheld the 
ſame, by and by to my great grief it 
vaded away. 
This Dream I think not to have come 
of the Illuſion of the Senſes, becauſe it 
brought with it ſo much Spiritual Joy, 
and I take ir to be of the working of 
God's Spirit for the contentation of yout 
requeſt, as he wrought in Peter to ſatisfy 
Cornelius. Therefore I interpret this beauti- 
ful City, to be the glorious Church of Chriſt, 
and the appearance of it in the Skie, ſig- 
nifieth the heavenly State thereof whoſe 
converſation is in Heaven, and that ac- 
cording to the Primitive Church which is 
now in Heaven, Men ought to meaſure 
and judge the Church of Chriſt now in 
Earth, for as the Prophet David faith x 
The Foundations thereof be in the holy Hills, 
ſul. 67. and glorious things be ſpoken of the 
City of God. And the marvellous quadra- 
ture of the ſame, I rake to ſignify the u- 
niverſal Agreement in the ſame, and thar 
all the Church here Militant ought to con- 
ſent to the Primitive Church throughout 
the four Parts of the World, as the Pro- 
| A 3 phet 
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1 phet affirmeth, ſay ing; God maketh us to 
ll awell after one manner, in one Houſe. And 
| that I conceived ſo wondeiul Joy at the 
| contemplation thereof, I underſtand the 
} unſpeakable Joy which they have that be 
| at Unity with Chriſt's Primitive Church: 
For there is Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, and 
Peace which paſleth all underſtanding, as 
it is witten in the Pſalms; As of joyful 
Perſons is the dwelling of all them that be 
in thee. And that I called others to the 
fruition of this Viſion, and to behold this 
wonderful City, I conſtrue it by the Will 
of God, this Viſion to have come upon 
me muſing on your Letter, to the end 
that under this Figure I might have occa- 
ſion to move you with many others, to 
behold the Primitive Church in all your 
Opinions concerning Faith, and to con- 
form your ſelf in all Points to the ſame, 
which ts the Pillar and Stabliſhment of 
Truth, and teacheth the true uſe of the 
Sacraments, and having with a greater ful- 
nels then we have now, the firſt fruits 
of the Holy Ghoſt, did declare the trucin- 
rerpretation of the Scriptures according 
| O 
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do all Verity, even as qur Saviour promi- 
ſed to ſend them another Comtorter, 

VvVhich ſhould teach them all Truth. 
And ſince all Truth was taught and 
revealed to the Primitive Church, which 
is our Mother, let us all that be obedi- 
ent Children of God, ſubmit our ſelves 
to the Judgment of the Church, for the 
better underſtanding of the Articles of our 
Faith, and of the doubtful ſentences of 
the Scripture. Let us not go about to 
ſhew in us, by following any private Man's 
Interpretation upon the Word, another 
Spirit than they of the Primitive Church 
had, leaſt we deceive our ſelves. For 
there is but one Faith, and one Fpirit, 
which is not contrary to himſelf, neither 
otherwiſe now teacheth us then he did 
them. Therefore let us believe as they 
have taught us of the Scriptures, and be 
at Peace with them, according as the true 
Catholick Church is at this day: And 
the God of Peace aſſuredly will be with | 
us, and deliver us out of all our worldly 
Troubles and Miſeries, and make us par- 
A 4 _ takers 


1 
takers of their. Joy. and Bliſs, through out 
obedience to Faith with them. 

Therefore God commandeth us in Job, 
7 8. to ask of the Elder generation, and 
to ſearch diligently the Memory of 

the Fathers. For we are but yeſterdays 
Children, and be Ignorant, and our days 
are like a ſhadow, and they ſhall teach 
thee (ſaith the Lord) and ſpeak to thee, 
and ſhall utter words from their Hearts. 
And by Solomon we are command- 
ed not to reject the direction of 
our Mother. The Lord grant you to di- 


Prov. 6. 


rect your Steps in all things after her, and 


to abhor contention with her. For as 
St. Paul writeth; If any Man be contentious, 
ct Neither we, neither the Church of God, 
bath any ſuch cuſtom. 
Hitherto I have ſhewed you (good 
Brother S.) my judgment generally of 
that you ſtand in doubt and diſſent from 
others, to the which I wiſh you as mine 
own Heart to be conformable, and then 
doubtleſs you cannot err, but boldly may 
be glad in your Troubles, and Triumph 


inthe hour of your death, that you ſhall 
1 die 
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die in the Church of God a faithful Mar- 
tyr, and receive the Crown of eternal 
Glory. And thus much have I written 
upon the occaſion of a viſion before God 
unfained. But that yo may not think 
that I go about to ſatisfy you with un- 
certain Viſions only, and not after God's 
Word, I will take the Ground of your 
Letter, and ſpecially anſwer to the ſame, 
by the Scriptures, and by infallible rea- 
ſons deduced out of the ſame, and prove 
the Baptiſm of Infants to be lawful, com- 
mendable, and neceſſary, whereof you 
ſeem to ſtand in doubt. i £2.94 

Indeed if you look upon the Papiſti- 
cal Synagogue only, which hath cor- 
rupted God's Word by falſe interpreta- 
tions, and hath perverted the true uſe of 
Chriſt's Sacraments, you might ſeem to 
have good handfaſt of your Opinion a- 
gainſt the Baptiſm of Infants. But for- 
aſmuch as it is of more antiquity, and hath 


his beginning from Gods Word, and from 


the uſe of the Primitive Church, it muſt 


not in reſpect of the abuſe in the Popiſh 1 
Church be neglected, or thought not ex 
pedient 


*(10) 
pedient to be uſed in Chriſt's Church, 
Auxentius, one of the Arian Sect, with his 
Adherents, was one of the firſt that deni- 
ed the Baptiſm of Children, and next af- 
ter him Pelagius? the Heretick, and ſome 
other there were in St. Bernards time, as 
it doth appear by his Writings, and in our 
days the Anabaptiſts, an inordinate kind 
. of Men ſtirred up by the Devil to the 
deſtruction of the Goſpel. But the Ca- 
tholick Truth delivered unto us by the 
Scriptures, plainly determineth that all 
ſuch are to be Baptized, as whom God 
acknowledgeth for his People, and vouch- 
eth them worthy of ſanctification or re- 
miſſion of their Sins. Therefore ſince 
that Infants be in the Number or Scrol 
of God's People, and be partakers of the 
Promiſe by their Purification in Chriſt, it 
muſt needs follow thereby, that they 
. ought.to be Baptized, as well as thoſe 
that can vrofels their Faith. For we 

judge the People of God, as well by the 
free and liberal promiſe of God, as by 
the confeſſion of Faith. For to whom» 


ſoevex God promiſeth himſelf to be thels 
God, 
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God, and whom he acknowledgeth for 
his, thoſe no Man without great impie- 
ty may exclude from the number of the 
Faithful. But God promiſeth that he will 
not only be the God of ſuch as do pro- 
feſs him, but alſo of Infants, promiſing 
them his Grace and Remiſſion of Sins, 
as it appeareth by the words of the Cove- 
nant made unto Abraham. I will ſet 
my Covenant between thee and me, 
(faith the Lord) and between thy 
Seed after thee in their generations, with an 
everlaſting Covenant, to be thy God, and the 
God of thy Seed after thee. To the which 
Covenant Circumciſion was added to be 
a ſign of Sanctification as well in Chil- 
dren as in Men; and no Man may think 
that this Promiſe is abrogated with Cir- 
cumciſion and other Ceremonial Laws. 
For Chriſt came to fulfil the Promiſes, 
and not to diſſolve them. There- 1 
fore in the Goſpel he ſaith of ln- Th 
fants, that is, of ſuch as yet believed not, 
Let the little ones come unto me, and 
forbid them not, for of ſuch is the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Again, It is not the 
5 will 


Gen. 17 


Mat, 10. 


fat. 18. 
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will of your Father which is in Hea- 
ven that one of theſe little ones 
do Periſh. © Allo, he that receiveth one 
ſuch little Child in my Name, receiv- 
eth me, Tale heed therefore that ye 
deſpiſe not one of theſe Babes, for l tell you, their 
Angels do continually ſee in Heaven my Fathers | 
Face. And what may be ſaid more. plain- 
er than this, It is not the Will of the hea- | 
venly Father that the Infants ſhould Pe- 
riſh2 Whereby we may gather, that he 
receiveth them freely unto his Grace; al- 
though as yet they confeſs not their Faith. 
Since thenthat the word of the Promiſe, 
which 1s contained in Baptiſm, pertain- 
eth as well to Children as to Men, why 
ſhould the Sign of the Promiſe, which 
is Baptiſm in Water, be withdrawn from 
Children; when Chriſt himſelf command- 
eth them to be received of us, and pro- 
miſeth the reward of a Prophet to thoſe 
that receive ſuch a little Infant, as he for 
an Example did put before his Diſciples ? 
Now will I prove, with manifeſt Ar- 


guments, that Children ought to be Bap- 


tized, and that the Apoſtles of Chriſt did 
5 8 Bap- 


Mat. 19. 
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# Baptize Children. The Lord command- 
ed his Apoſtles ro baptize all Nations; 
therefore alſo Children ought to be Bap- 
tized, for they are comprehended under 
this Word All Nations. 

3 Further, whom God doth account a- 
mong the faithful, they are faithful; for 
it was ſaid to Peter, That thing which God 

bath purified, thou ſhalt not ſay to , 0. 

be common or unclean ; But God 

doth repute Children among the faithful, 

Erg. they be faithful, except we had ra- 

ther to reſiſt God, and ſeem ſtronger and 

wiſer than He. 2 

And without all doubt the Apoſtles 
baptized thoſe which Chriſt commanded; 
but he commanded the faithful 
to be Baptized, among the which 
Infants be reckoned: The Apoſtles then 
baptized Infants. 

The Goſpel is more than Bapriſm, for 
Paul ſaid, The Lord ſent me to Preach the 
Goſpel, and not to Baptize : Not that he 
denied abſolutely thar he was ſent to bap- 
tize, but that he preferred Doctrine be- 
fore Baptiſm, for the Lord commanded 
„„ Os both 


1 Cor. 1. 
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both to the Apoſtles: But Children he | 


received by the docttine of the Goſpel of | 
God, and not refuſed: Therefore what 


Perſon being of reaſon may deny them 


Baptiſm, which is a thing leſſer than the 
Goſpel? For in the Sacraments be two 
things to be conſidered, the thing ſigni- 
ed, and the Sign, and the thing ſignified is 
greater than the Sign, and from the thing | 
ignified in Baptiſm, Children are not ex- 
cluded ; who therefore may deny them | 


„. 


the Sign, which is * N in Water? 
Saint Peter could not deny them to 
be baptized in water, to whom he ſaw the 
Holy Ghoſt given, which is the certain ſign 
of Gods People: For he faith in the Ads, 
may any body forbid them to be Bab- 
tized in water, who have received | 
the holy Ghoſt as well as we? Therefore St. 
Peter denied not Baptiſm to Infants; for 
he knew certainly both by the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, and by the Covenant which is e- 
verlaſting, that the Kingdom of Heaven 
pertained to Infants. 
None be received into the Kingdom of 


Heaven, but ſuch as God loveth, and 


which 


*. 7 * . | 
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je which are indued with the Spirit: for 
}Ff 3 whoſo hath not the Spirit of God, he is 
it none of his. But Infants be beloved of 
n God, and therefore want not the Spirit of 
e © God, wherefore if they have the Spirit 
of God as well as Men, if they be num- 
- | bred among the People of God as well as 
s ue that be of Age, who (I pray you) 
may well withſtand Children to be Bap- 
- | clzed with water in the Name of che 
i 8} Lord? | 
The Apoſtles in times paſt being yet 
not ſufficiently inſtructed, did murmur 
: | againſt thoſe which brought their Chil- 
| dren unto the Lord, but the Lord rebu- 
ked them and ſaid; Let the Babes 1 , 
come untome. Why then do not : 
' 1] theſe Rebellious Anabapriſts obey the 
| Commandment of the Lord? For what 
do they now a days elle that bring their 
Children to Baptiſm, then that they did 
in times paſt, which brought their Chil- 
dren to the Lord, and our Lord receiv- 
ed them, and putting his hands on them, 
Bleſſed them, and both by Words and 
by gentle behaviour towards them, de- 
clared 


— 
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clared manifeſtly that Children be the 
People of God, and entirely beloved of 
God. But ſome will ſay, why then did 
not Chriſt Baptize them? Becauſe it is 
written, Jeſus imlelf Baptized not, but 
his Diſciples. Fe 
Moreover, Circumciſion in the Old 
Lau was miniſtred to Infants; therefore 
Baptiſm ought to be miniſtred | 
| in the new Law unto Children, 
for Baptiſm is come in the ſtead of Cir- 
cumciſion, as St. Paul witneſſeth, ſaying 
to the Caloſſians ; By Chriſt ye are 
Circumciſed with a Circumciſion 
which is without hands, when ye put off the 
body of Sin of the Fleſh, by the Circumciſion | 
of Chriſt, being buried together with him 
through Baptiſm. Behold Paul calleth 
Baptiſm the Circumciſion of a Chriſtian | 
Man, which is done without hands, not 
that Water may be miniſtred without 
hands, but that with hands no Man any | 
longer ought to be Circumciſed, albeit 
the Myſtery of Circumciſion do ſtill re- 
main in faithful People. 


Job. 4. 


coloſ. 2. 
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To this I may add, that the Servatits 
of God were always ready to miniſter 
the Sacramients to them, for whom they 
were inſtituted. As for an example, we 
may behold Joſhua, who moſt diligently 
„1 5, Procured the People of Iſrael to be 

Circumciſed before they entred in- 
to the Land of Promiſe; but ſince the 
Apoſtles were the firſt Preachers of the 
Word, and the very faithful ſervants of 


Jeſus Chriſt, who may hereafter doubt 
that they Baptized Infants, ſince Baptiſm 


is in place of Circumciſion ? 

Tem. The Apoſtles did attemperate 
all cheir doings to the ſhadows and fi- 
gures of the Old Teſtament : Therefore 
it is certain that they did attemperate 
Baptiſm accordingly to Circumciſion, and 
Baptized Children becauſe they were un- 
der the figure of Baptiſm ; for the Peo- 
ple of Iſrael paſſed through the Red Sea, 
and the bottom of the water of Jordan, 
with their Children. And although the 


| Children be not always expreſſed, nei- 


ther the Women in the holy Scriptures, 
B yet 
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yet they are comprehended and under - | 
ſtood in the ſame. | 
Alſo the Scripture evidently telleth us, 
that the Apoſtles baptized whole Fami- 
lies or Houſholds : But the Children be 
comprehended in a Family or Houſhold, 
as the chiefeſt and deareſt part thereof: 
Therefore we may conclude that the A- 
poſtles did baptize Infants or Children, 
and not only Men of lawtul Age. And 
that the Houſe or Houſhold is taken for 
Man, Woman and Child, it is manifeſt 
in the 17th of Geneſis, and alſo in that 
Joſeph doth call Facob with all his Houſe, 
to come out of the Land of Canaan into 
Egypt. | 

Finally, I can declare out of Anci- 
ent Writers, that the Baptiſm of Infants ' 
hath continued from the Apoſtles time 
unto ours, neither that it was inſtituted | 
by any Counſels, neither of the Pope, nor 
of other Men, but commended from the 
Scripture by the Apoſtles themſelves. | 
Origen upon the declaration of Saint 
Pauls Epiſtle to the Romans, expounding | 
the ſixth Chapter ſaith, That the Church 


of 
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of C brift received the Baptiſm of Infants from 


the very Apoſtles. Saint Hierom maketh 
mention of the Baptiſm of Infants, in the 
third Book againſt the Pelagians, and in 
his Epiſtle to Leta. St. Auguſtine reciteth 
for this purpoſe à place out of John Bi- 
ſhop of Conſtantinople, in his firſt Book 
againſt Julian, Chap. 2. And he again 
writing to St. Hierom Epiſt. 28. faith, 
That St. Cyprian not making any new decree, 
but firmly obſerving the Faith of the Church, 
judged with his fellow Biſhops, that as ſoon as 
one was Born, he might be lawfully Baptized. 


The place of Cyprian is to be ſeen in his Epi- 
file to Fidus. 


Alſo St. Auſtine in writing againſt the 
Donatiſts in the 4. Book, Chap. 23, and 
24. ſaith, that the Baptiſm of Infants | 
was not derived from the Authority of 
Man, neither of Counſels, but from the 
tradition or Doctrine of che Apoſtles. 

Cyril upon Leviticus Chap. 8. approv- 
eth the Baptiſm of Children, and con- 
demneth the alteration of Baptiſm. Theſe 
Authorities of Men I do alledge, not to 
tie the Baptiſm of Children unto the Te- 
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ſtimonies of Men, but to ſhew how Mens 
Teſtimonies do agree with God's Word, 
and that the Verity of Antiquity is on | 


our fide, and that the Anabaptiſts have 


nothing but Lies for them and new ima- 
ginations, which feign the Baptiſm | 
of Children to be the Popes. Command- 


ment. 


The firſt which includeth all the reſt, is, 


It is written, Go ye into all the World and 


Preach the glad Tidings to all Creatures, 


he that believeth and is Baptized ſhall be Sa- 
ved : But he that believeth not ſhall be Dam- 
ned, &c. 

To this I anſwer, that nothing is ad- 
ded to God's Word by Baptizing Chil- 
dren, as you pretend, but that is done 
which the ſame word doth require, for 
that Children are accounted of Chriſt in 
the Goſpel among the number of ſuch 
as believe, as it appeareth by theſe words: 
He that offendeth one of theſe little 


Mat. 18. ; F ; ; 
Babes which beleive in me, it were 


| better for him to have a M [tone tied about 


his 


After this will I anſwer to the Sum 
of your Arguments for the contrary. 
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his Neck, and to be caſt into the bottom of 
the Sea. Where plainly Chriſt calleth 
ſuch as be not able to confeſs their Faith, 
Believers; becauſe of his meer Grace he 
reputeth them for Believers. And this is 
no wonder ſo to be taken, ſince God 
imputeth Faith for Righteouſneſs unto 
Men that be of riper Age: For both 
in Men and Children, Righteouſneſs, 
Acceptation, or Sanctification, is of meer 
Grace, and by imputation, that the glory 
of God's Grace might be praiſed. 

And that the Children of faithful Pa- 
rents are ſanctified, and among ſuch as 
do believe, is apparent in the 1 Cor. 7. 
And whereas you do gather by the or- 


der of the words in the ſaid Command- 


ment of Chriſt, that Children ought to 


be Taught before they be Baptized, and 
to this end you alledge many places out 
of the Acts proving that ſuch as confeſ- 
ſed thezr Faith firſt, were Baptized after: 
I anſwer, that if the order of words 
might weigh any thing in this cauſe, we 


have the Scripture that maketh as well 


for us. For in St. Mark, we read, that 
. 5 
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Mowers John did Baptize in the deſert, 
Preaching the baptiſm of Repen- 
tance. Inthe which place we lee Baptizing 
go before, and Preaching to follow 
after. | | = 
And alſo I will declare this place of 
Matthew exactly conſidered, to make for 
the uſe of Baptiſm in Children, for St. Mat- 
Ma: 28, bbew hath it written on this wiſe ; 
| All Power is given me (ſaith the 
Lord) in Heaven and in Earth; therefore 
going forth ai,, that is, Diſciple ye, 
(as I may expreſs the ſignification of the 
word;) that is, make or gather to me 
Diſciples of all Nations. And follow- 
ing, he deelareth the way how they ſhould 
gather to him Diſciples out of all Naci- 
ons, Baptizing them and Teaching; by Bap- 
tizing and Teaching they ſhall procure 
a Church to me. And both theſe apt- 
ly and briefly ſeverally he ſetteth forth, 
ſaying, Baptizing them in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever 
T have commanded you. Now then Baptiſm 
goeth before Doctrine. | 


Bar 
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But hereby do not gather, that the 


Gentiles which never heard any thing be- 
fore of God, and of the Son of God, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt, ought to be Bap- 
tized, neither they would permit them- 
ſelves to be Baptized before they knew to 
what end. But this I have declared to 
ſhew you upon how feeble Foundation 
the Anabaptiſts be grounded. And plain- 
ly it is not true which they imagine of 
this Text, that the Lord did only com- 
mand ſuch to be Baptized whom the 
Apoſtles had firſt of all Taught. Nei- 
ther here verily is ſignified who only be 
to be Baptized, but he ſpeakerh of ſuch as 
be of perfect Age, and of the firſt Foun- 


dations of Faith, and of the Church to. 


be planted among the Gentiles, which 
were as yet Rude and Ignorant of Reli- 
gion. 


Such as be of Age may hear, believo- 


and confeſs that which is Preached and 
Taught, but ſo cannot Infants; there 
fore we may juſtly collect, that he ſpeak- 
eth here nothing of Infants or Children, 


B 4 but 
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ed from Baptiſm. 
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but for all this they be not to he exclud- 


+ 


It is a general Rule, He that doth not 
Labour, muſt not Eat. But who is ſo bar- 
barous that might think hereby, that 
Children ſhould be famiſhed. , 
The Lord ſent his Apoſtles ar the be- 


ginning of the ſetting up his true Religion 


unto all Nations, unto ſuch as were both 
Ignorant of God, and were out of the 
Covenant of God; and truly ſuch Per- 
ſons it behoved not firſt to be Baptized, 
and afterwards Taught ; but firſt to be 
Taught, and after Baptized. If at this 
Day we ſhould go to the Turks to con- 
vert them to the Faith of Chriſt, verily 


.firſt we ought to teach them, and after- 


ward Baptize ſuch as would yield to be 
the Servants of Chriſt. Likewiſe the 
Lord himſelf in times paſt did, when 
firſt he renewed the Covenant with Abra- 
bam, and Ordained Circumciſion. to be a 
Seal of the Covenant, after that Abraham 
was Circumciſed. But he, when he per- 


ceived the Infants alſo to pertain to the 


Cavenant, and that Circumciſion was 
© the 


(25) | 
the Sealing up of the Covenant, did not 
only Circumcife Thmael his Son that was 

thirteen Years of Age, but all other In- 
 fants that were Born in his Houſe, among 
whom we reckon T/aac. 

Even fo faithful People which were 
Converted from Heathen Idolatry by the 
Preaching of the Goſpel, and confeſſing 
the Faith, were Baptized z when they 
underſtood their Children to be coun- 
ted among the People of God, and 
that Baptiſm was the roken of the Peo- 
ple of God, they procured alſo their 
Children to be Baptized. Therefore as 
it is written; Abraham Circumciſed all the 
Male Children of his Houſe. Semblably 
we read in the Acts and Writings of the 
Apoſtles, that after the Maſter of the 
Houſe was turned to the Faith, all the 
whole Houſe was Baptized. And as 
concerning thoſe which of old time were 
compelled to confeſs their Faith before 
they received Baptiſm, which were cal- 
led Catechumeni, they were ſuch as with 
our Fore-fathers came from the Gentiles | 
in the Church, who being yet rude of 
| Faith; 


( 26) | 


Faith, they did inſtruct in the Principles 


of their Belief, and afterward they did 
Baptize them but the ſame Ancient Fa- 


thers notwithſtanding did Baptize the 


Children of Faithful Men, as I have 
already partly declared. g 

And becauſe you do require a haſty an- 
ſwer of your Letter, of one that is but a 
dull Writer, I am here enforced to ceaſe 
particularly to go through your Letter 
in anſwering thereto, knowing that I have 


fully anſwered every part thereof, in that 
I have already written, although not in 


D 
ſuch order as it had been meet, and as 


I purpoled. But foraſmuch as I under- 
ſtand that you will be no contentious 
Man, neither in this Matter, neither in 
any other, contrary to the Judgment of 


. Chriſt's Primitive Church, which is the 


Body and fulneſs of Chriſt, I deſire you, 


in the entire Love of him, or rather 


| Chriſt defireth you by me, (that your 


Joy may be perfect, wherero you are 
now called) to ſubmit your judgment to 
that Church, and to be at Peace and U- 
niry with the ſame; that the Coar of 


Chriſt, 


( 27.) 


Chriſt, which ought to be without ſeam, 
but now, alas, moſt miſerably is Torn in 


pieces by many dangerous Sects and dam- 


nable Opinions, may appear by you in no 
part to have been Rent, neither that any 


giddy head in theſe Dog-Days, might take 


an enſample by you to diſſent from Chriſt's 
true Church: I beſeech thee, dear Bro- 
ther in the Goſpel, follow the Steps of 
the Faith of the glorious Martyrs in the 
Primitive Church, and of ſuch as at this 
Day follow the ſame; decline from them 
neither to the Right Hand nor to the 
Left. Then ſhall Death, be it never ſo 
bitter, be more ſweet than this Life; 
then ſhall Chriſt with all the heavenly 
Hieruſalem, Triumphantly embrace your 
Spirit with unſpeakable gladneſs and ex- 
altation, who in this Earth was content 
to join your Spirit with their Spirits, ac- 
cording as it is commanded by the Vord, 
that the Spirit of the Prophets ſhould 
be ſubject to the Prophets. One thing 
ask with David ere you depart, and require 
the ſame, that you may dwell wit: a. full 
accord in his Houſe, tor there is glory 
0 1 * "206 
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and worſhip, and ſo with Sime- 
on in the Temple, embracing 
Chrift, depart in Peace: To the which 
Peace Chriſt bring both you and me, and 
all our loving Brethren that love God 
in the unity of Faith, by ſuch ways as ſhall 
| Pleaſe him to his Glory. Let the bitter 

Paſſion of Chriſt which he ſuffered for 
your ſake, and the horrible Torments 
which the godly Martyrs of Chrift have en- 
dured — us, and alſo the ineſtima- 
ble reward of your Life to come which 
is hidden yet a little while from you with 
Chriſt, Strengthen, Comfort, and En- 
courage you to the end of that glorious 
Race which you are in. Amen. 


x Cor; 14. 


Your Voke-Fellow in Captivity, 
for the Verity of Chriſt's Goſpel, 
to Live and Die with you in the 


Unity of Faith, 


JOHN P HILPOF. 
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An. Additional Argument for 
the Baptiſm of Infants, ta= 
ken out of Bp. Stillingfleet's 
Rational Account of the Grounds 
af Proteſtant Religion, Part 1. 
Chap. 4. p. 106: Proving 
that there are as nam Grounds 
as are neceſſary to a matter of 
that natare, to prove that the 

nfo the m is ſuitable to the 


Inſtitution of Chriſt, and agre- 


able to the State of the Church 
under the Goſpel. 


IF there were any ground to exclude 
them, it muſt be either the incapa- 


city of the Subject, or ſome expreſs Bre- 
cept or Inſtitution of our Saviour. But 


neither of theſe can be ſuppoſed to 
do it. | 


1. Not 
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1. Not incapacity as to the ends of 
Baptiſm-:-For clearing which, theſe two 


things muſt be premiſed: 1. That the 


Rule and Meaſure, as to the uſe and capa- 
city of Divine Inſtitutions, is to be fetched 


from the end of them. For, this was the 


a be of the Circumciſion of the Pro- 
ſehtes under the Law: And this was the 
way the Apoſtles did interpret Chriſt's 
Commiſion for Baptizing all Nations, as 
to the Capacity. of the Subjects of it, 
Ads 10. 47. Can any Man forbid Water, 
that theſe ſhould not be Baptized, which have 
received the Holy Ghoſt as well as we: where 
the queſtion was concerning the Subject 
of Baptiſm. For it might be made evident, 
that the Apoſtles ar firſt did interpret their 
Commiſſion of Baptizing all Nations on- 
ly of the Jews of all Nations: For after 
that St. Peter looked on the Gentiles as 
unclean: And the Diſciples. at Jeruſalem 
charged St Peter with it as a great fauk, 
for going into Men uncircumciſed, Acts 11. 3. 
Thercfre we ſee when the queſtion was 
concerning the Subject of Baptiſm : the 
only Argument is drawn from the * 
an 
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and ends of it; that they who were 

capable of the thing ſignified ought 

not to be denied the uſe. gf: the Sign. 

And thus by a parity of reaſon built 

on _ grounds, thoſe who are capa- 

ble of the great things repreſented in Bap- 

tiſm, and confirmed by it, viz, God's Par- 

doning Grace, and acceptation to Eternal Life, 

| ought, not to be denied the External Sign, 

which is Baptiſm it ſelf. And therefore, 

: 2. Where there is a capacity. as to the main 

| ends of an Inſtitution, an incapacity as to 

ſome ends doth not exclude from it. As is 
| moſt evident in the Baptiſm of our Bleſſed 

1 Saviour, in whom was a greater incapa- 

, | city as to the main ends of Baptiſm, then 
r poſſibly can be in Infants ; for his Baptiſm 
r 
5 


could not at all be for the Remiſſiun of 
Sins. Nou we fee, altho there were but 
one end, and that a very general one men- 
1 tioned, That he might 45 all Righteouſ- 
1 neſs, Matth. 3. 15. Yet we ſee, that was 
ſufficient to prone John to Baptize 
him. Whereby we ſee evidently in this 
practice of our Saviour built on a ge- | 
neral and common ground, that a ca- 


pacity | 


| 
| 
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if pacity as to one end of a poſitive In» 
q flitation, is ſufficient to make ſuch a 
practice lawful, and in ſome caſes a 
Duty. - | \ 

Theſe two general Principles being 
laid down; it were eaſy to ſhew,' 
1. That what incapacity there is in In- 
fants, is not deſtructive of the main 
ends of Baptiſm ; which is chiefly 
thought to be the incapacity of under- 
ſtanding the nature or ends of the Hiſti- 
tution ; and if that exclude, it muſt ei- 
ther be, that it is a thing repugnant to 
reaſon that any Divine Inſtitution ſhould 
be applied to Perſons incapable of un- 
derſtanding the nature and ends of it, 
which would highly reflect on the Wiſ⸗- 
dom of God in appointing Circumeiſion 
for Children eight Days old, who were 
certainly as uncapable of underſtanding 
the ends of that, as our Children are of 
Baptiſm; or elſe, that there is ſome pecu- 
liarity in the Inſtitution of Baptiſm, which 
muſt exclude them from it under the 
Goſpel : Which that there is not, will ap- 


ear preſently. 
Fong F 2. That 
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That there is a capacity in Infants as to 
the main ends of Baptiſm, which have either 
an aſpect from God to us, in regard of 
its Þ/titution, or from us to God, in re- 
gard of our undertaking it. Now the 
chief Ends of a Divine Inſtitution as ſuch, 
are ſuch as reſpe& Gods Intention in it 
rowards us, in which reſpect it is proper- 
ly a Sign; but as it reſpects God from us, 
it is properly a Ceremony betokening our 
Profeſſion and Reſtipulation towards God. 
Now the Ends of it, as a Sign, are to re- 


preſent and. exhibit to us the nature of 


the Grace of the Goſpel, as it cleanſeth 
and purifieth, and to confirm the Truth 
of the Covenant on God's part, and to en- 
ſtate the partakers of it, in the Privileges 
of the Church of God; now as to all theſe 
Ends, there is no incapacity in Infants to 
exclude them from Baptiſm, becauſe of 
them. So that nothing can ſeem want- 
ing ofthe Ends of Baptiſm, but that which 
ſeems moſt Ceremonial in it, which is the 
Perſonal Reſtipulation, which yet may rea- 


fonably be ſupplied by Sponſers ſo far as 


to make it of the nature of a ſolemn 
| C Contract 
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Contract and Covenant in ſight of the Cone 
gregation. Thus far it appears from 
Scripture and Reaſon, that no incapacity 
in Hifauts doth exclude them from Bap- 
tiſm. 

2. That there is no direct or conſe- 
quential prohibition made by our Bleſſed 
Saviour to exclude them, For granting 
that he had the Power to limit and de- 
termine the Subject of Baptiſm, the que- 
ſtion is, whether he hath ſo far done it as 
to exclude Infants? And nothing of that 
nature is pretended, before the laſt Com- 
miſſion given to the Apoſtles, of Teaching 
and Baptixing all Nations, Matt. 28. 19, 
And that by this expreſſion there is no 
excluſion of Infants will appear, 1. If our 
Saviour had intended the gathering of 
Churches among the Gentiles according to 
the Law of Moſes, he could hardly have 
expreſſed it after another manner then 
thus, Go Proſelyte all Nations, Circumciſing 
them. . Now I appeal to any Man's judg- 
ment and Reaſon, whether in ſuch words 
it could be imagined that the Infants 
of ſuch Gentile Proſelytes ſhould be ex- 
: 1 cluded 
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cluded Circumciſion ; and what reaſon 


can there be then from theſe Words to 


imagine that our Saviour did intend to 
exclude the Infants of Gentile Converts 
from Baptiſm? 2. We muſt conſider 
what apprehenſions thoſe whom our Sa- 
viour directed theſe words to, viz. the 


Apoſtles, had concerning the Church-ſtate of 


ſuch as were in an external Covenant 
with God, which they meaſured by the 
general reaſon of that Covenant which God 
made with the Jews: Can we then think, 
that when our Saviour bid the Apoſtles ga- 
ther whole Nations into Churches, they 


ſhould imagine the Infants were exclud- 


ed out of it, when they were ſo ſolemnly 
admitted into it, in that diſpenſation which 
was in uſe among them? 3. The Gen- 
tiles being now to be firſt Proſelyted to 
Chriſtianity, the order of the words was 
neceſſary: For whoever imagined, but that 
ſuch as were wholly ſtrangers to Chriſtia» 
nity, as thoſe were whom Chriſt there ſpeaks 


before they were to be Baptized? For 
ſuppoſe, it ſhould be ſaid to ſuch Per- 
Is 3] {ons © 


of, were to be firſt Taught, or Diſcipled 
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ſons among whom Infant Baptiſm: is the 
molt uſed, Go and Diſciple the Indians, Bap- 
tizing them, &c. Could any one conceive 
the Intention of ſuch a Commiſſion was 
to exclude the Infants of all thoſe Indi- 
ans from Baptiſm, when it was well 
known that Infant Baptiſm was uſed a- 
mong thoſe who came with that Com- 
miſſion? And therefore neither theſe 
words here, nor thoſe Mar. 16. 16. He 
that believeth and is Baptized, &c. can in rea- 
ſon be ſo interpreted as to exclude Infants, 
when the meer order of Nature, and 
neceſſity of the thing, requires that thoſe 
who firſt own Chriſtianity by being Bap- 
tized, ought, before ſuch Baptiſm not » 
only to believe, but to make Profeſſion 
of that Faith; but this reachech not ar 
all to the Caſe of ſuch Infants as are 
born of thoſe Perſons. For if any one 
had ſaid to Abraham, he that believes and is 
Circumciſed ſhall. be ſaved. Could it have 
been lo_ interpreted, that the intention 
1 was to exclude his Children from Cir- 
i cumciſion? No more ought theſe words 
of our Saviour be ſtrained to a greater 
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cluded Circumciſion ; and what reaſon 
can there be then from theſe Words to 
imagine that our Saviour did intend to 
exclude the Infants of Gentile Converts 
from Baptiſm? 2. We muſt conſider 
what apprehenſions thoſe whom our Sa- 
viour directed theſe words to, viz. the 
m_ had concerning the Church-ſtate of 
ſuch as were in an external Covenant 
with God, which they meaſured by the 
general reaſon of that Covenant which God 
made with the Jens: Can we then think, 
that when our Saviour bid the Apoſtles ga- 
ther whole Nations into Churches, they 


ſhould imagine the Infants were exclud- 
ed out of it, when they were lo ſolemnly 
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admitted into it, in that diſpenſation which 


was in uſe among them? 3. The Gen- 
tiles being now to be firſt Proſehted to 


Chriſtianity, the order of the words was 
neceſſary: For whoever imagined, but that 


ſuch as were wholly ſtrangers to Chriſtia- 
nity, as thoſe were whom Chriſt chere ſpeaks 


of, were to be firſt Taught, or Diſcipled 


before they were to be Baptized? For 


ſuppoſe, it ſhould be ſaid to ſuch Per- 
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ſons among whom Infant Baptiſm is the 
moſt-uſed, Go and Diſciple the Indians, Bap- 
ing them, &c. Could any one conceive 
the Iatention of ſuch a Commiſſion was 
to exclude the Infants of all thoſe Tndi- 
ans from Baptiſm, when it was well 
known that Infant Baptiſm was uſed a- 
mong thoſe who came with that Com- 
miſſion? And therefore neither theſe 
words here, nor thoſe Mar. 16. 16. He 
that believeth and is Baptized, &c. can in rea- 
ſon be lo interpreted as to exclude Infants, 
when the mcer order of Nature, and 
neceſſity of the thing, requires that thoſe 
who firſt own Chriſtianity by being Bap- 
tized, ought, before ſuch Baptiſm, not 
only. to believe, but to make Profeſſion 
of that Faith; IS this reacheth not at 
all to the Caſe of ſuch Infants as are 
born of thoſe Perſons. For if any one 
had ſaid to Abraham, he that believes and is 
(ur cumciſed ſhall be ſaved... Could it have 
been lo interpreted, that the intention 
was to exclude. his Children from Cir- 
cumciſion? No. more ought theſe words 
of our Saviour be farained: qo a greater 
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prejudice of the Rights of Infants'to Bap- 


tiſm, then thoſe other to their Right of 
Circumciſion. And thus far we ſee there 
is no gröund from Scripture, or Reaſon, 
why Irifants ſhould be excluded. 

And were it not too large a Digreſſion, 
I might further ſhew how ſuitable che 
Baptiſm of Infants is to the adminiſtrati- 
on of things under the Goſpel; but I ſhall 
only propound ſome conſiderations con- 
cerning it. 1. That if it had been Chriff's 
Intention to exclude Infants, there had been 
far greater Reaſon for an expteſs pro- 
hibicion; than of an expreſs command, 
if his incention were to admit them : Be- 
cauſe this was ſuitable ro the general 
grounds of God's diſpenſation among them 
before. 2. Ir is very hard to conceive 
that the Apoſtles . thought Infants excluded 


by Chriſt, when after Chriſt's . 


they looked on themſelves as bound to 
obſerve the Jewiſh cuſtoms even when they 
had Baptized many Thouſand People. 
3. It admiſſion of Infants to Baptiſm 
were a meer Relick of Jadaiſm, ir ſeems 
ſtrange that none of the Judaizing Chriſti- 
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charged with it, who yet 


ans ſhould be 


are chatged with the obſervation of o- 


ther Judaica! Rites. 4. Since the Jewiſh 
Gbriſtians were ſo much offended at the 
neglect of Circumglion, As 21. 21. 
Can we in Reaſon think they ſhould 
quietly bear their Childrens being whol- 
ly chrown out of the Church; as they 
would have been, if neither admitted to 
Circumciſion nor Baptiſm? 5. Had it 
been contrary to Chriſt's Inſtitution, we 
ſhould not have bad ſuch evidenee of 
2 early practice in the Church as we 
1 Co | 827 Ti 
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prejudice of the Rights of Infants to Bap- 
tiſm, then choſe other to their Right of 


Circumciſion. And thus far we ſee there 
is no ground from Scripture, or Reaſon, 
why Infanrs ſhould be excluded. | 
And were it not too large a Digreſſion, 
I might further ſhew how ſuitable the 
Baptiſm of Infants is to the adminiſtrati- 
on of things under the Goſpel; but I ſhall 
only propound ſome conſiderations con- 
cerning it. 1. Thar if it had been Chriff's 
Intention to exclude Infants, there had been 
far greater Reaſon for an. expreſs pro- 
hibition; than of an expreſs command, 
if his intention were to admit them: Be- 
cauſe this was ſuitable to the general 
grounds of God's diſpenſation among them 
before. 2. It is very hard to conceive 
that the Apoſtles thought Infants excluded 
by Chrift, when after Chriſt's Aſcenſion 
they looked on themſelves as bound to 

obſerve the Jewiſh cms even when th 
had Baptized many Thouſand People. 
3. If admiſſion of Infants to Baptiſm 
were a meer Relick of Jadaiſm, it ſeems 
ſtrange that none of the Judaizing Chriſti- 
ans 
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ans ſhould be charged with it, who yet 
are charged with the obſervation of o- 
ther Fudaical Rites. 4. Since the Jewiſh 
Chriſtians were ſo much offended at the 
neglect of Circumciſion, Acts 21. 21. 
Can we in Reaſon think they ſhould 
quietly bear their Childrens being whol- 
ly thrown out of the Church, as they 
would have been, if neither admitted to 
Circumciſion nor Baptiſm? 5. Had it 
been contrary to Chriſt's Inſtitution, we 
ſhould not have had ſuch evidenee of 
its early practice in the Church as we 


have. 


